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Abstract : A human settlement is defined as the social activities, social relationships and lifestyles generated within a certain
territory, which is also relatively independent territorial living space and domain composed of common people. Along with the
advancement of technology and the development of society, the idea, presented in traditional research, that human settlements
are deemed as substantial organic integrity with strong autonomy, are more often challenged nowadays. Spatial form of human
settlements  is  one  of  the  most  outstanding  external  expressions  with  its  subjectivity  and  autonomy,  nevertheless,  the
projections of social, economic activities on certain territories are even more significant. What exactly is the relationship
between human beings and the spatial form of the settlements where they live in? a question worth thinking over has been
raised, that if a new view, a spatial anthropological one , can be constructed to review and respond to spatial form of human
settlements based on research theories and methods of cultural anthropology within the profession of architecture. This article
interprets how the typical spatial form of human settlements in the basin area of Bac Giang Province is formed under the
collective impacts of local social order, land use condition, topographic features, and social contracts. A particular case of the
settlement in Sizhai Village, City of Zhuji, Zhejiang Province is chosen to study for research purpose. Spatial form of human
settlements are interpreted as a modeled integrity affected corporately by dominant economy, social patterns, key symbol
marks and core values, etc.. Spatial form of human settlements, being a structured existence, is a materialized, behavioral, and
social space; it can be considered as a place where human beings realize their behaviors and a path on which the continuity of
their  behaviors are kept,  also for social  practice a territory where currant social  structure and social  relationships are
maintained, strengthened and rebuilt. This article aims to break the boundary of understanding that spatial form of human
settlements is pure physical space, furthermore, endeavors to highlight the autonomy status of human beings, focusing on their
relationships with certain territories, their interpersonal relationships, man-earth relationships and the state of existence of
human beings, elaborating the deeper connotation behind spatial form of human settlements.
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