
Evolution of Bombings against Transportation Infrastructure
Authors : Jonathan K. Hill
Abstract : The transportation networks throughout Africa remain the only transportation infrastructure system in the world
that is attacked by terrorists at a high frequency, so the international community can learn from each attack. The targeting of
transportation should be recognized as a direct attack against a civilian population, so the international community should
work  to  better  understand  the  types  of  attacks  utilized,  the  types  of  improvised  explosive  device  designs  adapted  to
transportation targets, and the ways the various modes of transportation have been attacked throughout the continent. Some
countries have seen grenade attacks that have resulted in only injuries, while some countries have experienced large vehicle
bombings that have resulted in hundreds of injuries and numerous deaths. With insurgencies, explosive devices have been
small, complex, and generally target an enemy of the insurgency. With terrorist bombings, the explosive devices have been
large, brazen, and targeted at civilian populations. And, these civilian populations are easily targeted within the transportation
system. The presentation provided by Assess Africa LLC is titled ‘Evolution of Bombings Against Transportation Infrastructure’
and covers improvised explosive device characteristics, how improvised explosive devices have been adapted to transportation
targets in Africa, analyses recent incidents, and provides some advice for effective protective measures. A main component of
the improvised explosive device characteristics portion of the presentation focuses on the link between explosive device
components, the intelligence network, and the bomb-builder’s network. By understanding the components, how the use of
various components can be linked to a terrorist group’s capabilities, and how the bomb-builder acquires materials, the analysis
of improvised explosive device attacks takes on a new direction – one that focuses on defeating the network instead of merely
reviewing incidents of the past.
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