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Abstract : This paper presents results of the survey regarding the awareness about HIV/AIDS among HIV-infected individuals.
A questionnaire covering various aspects of HIV-infection was conducted among 110 HIV-infected individuals who attended the
G.A. Zaharyan Moscow Tuberculosis Clinic, Department for the treatment of TB patients with HIV. The questionnaire included
questions about modes of HIV transmission and preventive measures against HIV/AIDS, as well as questions about age, gender,
education, and employment status. The survey revealed that the respondents in the whole had a good knowledge regarding
modes of HIV transmission and preventive measures against HIV/AIDS: about 83,6% male respondents and 85,7% female
respondents  gave  accurate  answers  regarding  the  HIV-infection.  However,  the  overwhelming  majority  of  the  study
participants, that is, 88,5% men and 98% women, was quite ignorant about the risk of acquiring HIV through saliva and
toothbrush of HIV-infected individual. Though that risk is rather insignificant, it is still biologically possible. And this gap in
knowledge needs to be filled. As the study showed another point of concern was the fact, that despite the knowledge of HIV
transmission risk through unprotected sex about 40% percent of HIV-positive men and 25% of HIV-positive women did not
insist on using condoms with their sexual partners. These findings indicate that there are still some aspects about HIV-infection
which needed to be clarified and explained through more detailed and specific educational programmes.
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