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Abstract : This thesis deals with the unique history of the emergence of the Ukrainian feminist movement. Ukrainian feminism
is still in its making, so the field is under-investigated in general. Nevertheless, the perspective of political economy and the
enabling and constraining effects of capitalist dynamics are almost absent from the research on the emergence and the
development of the feminist movement in Ukraine. This research was inspired by Hetland and Goodwin’s approach and an
attempt to test their approach on the case of the Ukrainian feminist movement. Hetland and Goodwin claim that many scholars
tend to neglect political economy from analysis of feminism as a new social movements, namely because such movement are
not about class or materialist concerns, and thus have no discernible connection to capitalism. Both scholars, however, point
out that there at least four ways in which capitalism has been of high importance for any social movement. Accordingly, the
following issues are analysed in this paper: capitalism as the facilitator of the emergence and development of Ukrainian
feminism; the influence of class balance in society on the formation of the Ukrainian feminist movement, and the ways in which
class divisions within the movement shape its goals and strategies. This paper also focuses on the role of capitalist institutions
and free wage labour expansion in shaping collective feminist identities and solidarities. Specific attention is paid to the
representativeness of women in the highest echelons in business and politics under the capitalist systems. This study shows
that there is a significant hole in the literature regarding the feminist movement in Ukraine and aims to motivate further
detailed research.
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