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Abstract : Young women and men differ from their parents in preferred values. Those differences enable their adaptability to a
new socio-cultural context and help with fulfilling developmental tasks specific to young adulthood. At the same time core
values, with special importance to family members, are transmitted within families. Intergenerational similarities in values may
thus be both an effect of value transmission within a family and a consequence of sharing the same socio-cultural context.
These  processes  are  difficult  to  separate.  In  our  study  we  assessed  similarities  and  differences  in  values  within  four
intergenerational family dyads (mothers-daughters, fathers-daughters, mothers-sons, fathers-sons). Sixty Polish young adults
(30 women and 30 men aged 19-25) along with their parents (a total of 180 participants) completed the Schwartz’ Portrait
Value Questionnaire (PVQ-21). To determine which values may be transmitted within families, we used a correlation analysis
and pseudo dyad analysis that allows for the estimation of a baseline likeness between all tested subjects and consequently
makes it possible to determine if similarities between actual family members are greater than chance. We also assessed
whether different strategies of measuring similarity between family members render different results, and checked whether
resemblances in family dyads are influenced by child’s and parent’s gender. Reported similarities were interpreted in light of
the evolutionary and the value salience perspective.
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