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Abstract : “The world is now like a global village!” so goes the saying that shows that due to development and technology the
countries of the world are now closely linked. In the field of Human rights there is a close relationship in the way that rights
are recognised and enforced. This paper will show that human rights have evolved from ancient times through important
landmarks such as the Magna Carta, the French Declaration of Rights of Man and of the Citizen and the American Bill of
Rights. The formation of the United Nations after the Second World War resulted in the need to codify and protect human
rights. There are some rights which are so fundamental that they are found in international and continental instruments,
national constitutions and domestic legislation. In the civil and political sphere they include the right to vote, to freedom of
association, speech and assembly, right to life, privacy and fair trial. In the economic and social sphere you have the right to
work, protection of the family, social security and rights to education, health and shelter. In some instance some rights can be
suspended in times of public emergency but such derogations shall be circumscribed by the law and in most constitutions such
limitations are subject to judicial review. However, some rights are so crucial that they cannot be derogated from under any
circumstances and these include the right to life, recognition before the law, freedom from torture and slavery and of thought,
conscience  and  religion.  International  jurisprudence  has  been  developed  to  protect  fundamental  rights  and  avoid
discrimination on the grounds of race, colour, sex, language or social origin. The elaborate protection system go to show that
these rights have become part of the international order and they have universal application. We have now got to a stage
where UDHR, ICCPR and ICESCR and have come to be regarded as part of an international bill of rights with horizontal and
vertical enforcement mechanisms involving state parties, NGO’s , international bodies and other organs.
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