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Abstract : The international community has gone through indescribable atrocities resulting from acts of war. These atrocities
turned Europe and Africa into a wilderness of bloodshed and crime. In the period 1960- 1970s Africa witnessed unprecedented
and well-documented assaults on life and property. This necessitated the adoption, signing and ratification of the International
Criminal Court, establishment of the International Court of Justice which is a great achievement for the protection and fulfilling
of human rights in the context of international political instability. The ICC came as an important opportunity to advance
justice for  serious crimes committed in violation of  international  law. Thus the Rome statute has become a formidable
contribution to peace and security. There are concerns that the ICC is targeting African states. However, the ICC cannot
preside over cases that are not parties to the Rome statute unless the UN Security council refers the situation or the relevant
state asks the court to become involved. The instable international political situation thus deals with criminal prosecutions
where amnesty is not permissible or is strongly repudiated. The court has become important justice instruments for states that
are unable or unwilling to fulfill their obligation to address legacies of massive human rights violations. The ICJ as a court has a
twofold role; to settle legal disputes submitted to it by states, and to give advisory opinions on legal questions referred to it by
duly authorized United Nations organs and specialized agencies. All members of the UN are ipso facto parties to the statute of
the ICJ. The court gives advisory opinion on any legal question. These courts are the most appropriate fora to pronounce on
international crimes and are in a better position to know and apply international law. Cases that have been brought to the
courts include Rwanda’s genocide, Liberia’s Charles Taylor etc. The receptiveness and cooperation of the local populations are
important to the courts and if the ICC and ICJ can provide appropriate protections for the physical and economic safety of
victims then peace and human rights observance can be attained. This paper will look into the effectiveness and impediments
of these courts in handling criminal and injustices in international politics as while as what needs to be done to strengthen the
capacity of these courts.
Keywords : ICC, international politics, justice, UN security council, violence, protection, fulfilling
Conference Title : ICHRCS 2015 : International Conference on Human Rights and Constitutional Studies
Conference Location : Vancouver, Canada
Conference Dates : August 06-07, 2015

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Law and Political Sciences

Vol:9, No:08, 2015

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 L
aw

 a
nd

 P
ol

iti
ca

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:9
, N

o:
08

, 2
01

5 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/2

95
55

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 9(08) 2015 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/29555.pdf

