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Abstract : Despite the large number of in-depth case studies focused on policy analysis, institutional arrangement, and
collective action of common property resource management; how the local institutions take the pricing decision of forest
products in community forest management and what kinds of effects produce it, the answers of these questions are largely
silent among the policy-makers and researchers alike. The study examined how the local institutions take the pricing decision
of forest products in the lowland community forestry of Nepal and how the decisions affect to equitable distribution of benefits
and livelihood improvement which are also objectives of Nepalese community forestry. The study assumes that forest products
pricing decisions have multiple effects on equitable distribution and livelihood improvement in the areas having heterogeneous
socio-economic  conditions.  The  dissertation  was  carried  out  at  four  community  forests  of  lowland,  Nepal  that  has
characteristics of high value species, matured-experience of community forest management and better record-keeping system
of forest products production, pricing and distribution. The questionnaire survey, individual to group discussions and direct
field observation were applied for data collection from the field, and Lorenz curve, gini-coefficient, χ²-text, and SWOT (Strong,
Weak,  Opportunity,  and  Threat)  analysis  were  performed for  data  analysis  and  results  interpretation.  The  dissertation
demonstrates that the low pricing strategy of high-value forest products was supposed crucial to increase the access of socio-
economically weak households, and to and control over the important forest products such as timber, but found counter
productive as the strategy increased the access of socio-economically better-off households at higher rate. In addition, the
strategy contradicts  to collect  a large-scale community fund and carry out livelihood improvement activities as per the
community forestry objectives. The crucial part of the study is despite the fact of low pricing strategy; the timber alone
contributed large part  of  community  fund collection.  The results  revealed close relation between pricing decisions and
livelihood objectives. The action research result shows that positive price discrimination can slightly reduce the prevailing
inequality and increase the fund. However, it lacks to harness the full price of forest products and collects a large-scale
community fund. For broader outcomes of common property resource management in terms of resource sustainability, equity,
and livelihood opportunity, the study suggests local institutions to harness the full price of resource products with respect to
the local market.
Keywords : community, equitable, forest, livelihood, socioeconomic, Nepal
Conference  Title  :  ICEBESE  2015  :  International  Conference  on  Environmental,  Biological,  Ecological  Sciences  and
Engineering
Conference Location : London, United Kingdom
Conference Dates : April 24-25, 2015

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Environmental and Ecological Engineering

Vol:9, No:04, 2015

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l a
nd

 E
co

lo
gi

ca
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:9
, N

o:
04

, 2
01

5 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/2

95
12

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 9(04) 2015 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/29512.pdf

