World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Medical and Health Sciences
Vol:9, No:06, 2015

The Development of Cardiac Tamponade after Spinal Surgery in a Patient
with Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy

Authors : Hacer Y. Teke, Sultan Pehlivan, Mustafa Karapirli, Asude Gokmen, Sait Ozsoy

Abstract : The case is here presented of a patient with DMD with electrocardiograph findings within normal limits who
underwent spinal surgery then developed the rarely seen complication of cardiac tamponade which resulted in death. A 17-year
old male with DMD was admitted to hospital for spinal surgery. Due to a postoperative drop in hemoglobin, blood transfusion
was administered to the patient, no complication developed and he was discharged on the third day. Four days after discharge,
the patient worsened at home and an ambulance was called. Before the nearest hospital was reached, the patient died in the
ambulance. An autopsy was performed. A fatal but rarely seen complication of Acute Myocardial Infarction (AMI) is myocardial
rupture. 85% of ruptures occur in the first week of AMI but just as they can be seen on the day of the infarct, they can also be
seen 2 weeks later. The case presented here had infarction findings related to different times and in different areas.
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