
Economic and Ecological Implications in Agricultural Production Within the
Strong and Weak Sustainability Framework

Authors : Mauricio Quintero Angel, Andrés A. Duque Nivia, Carlos H. Fajardo Toro
Abstract : This paper analyzes two approaches of sustainability, the weak and strong, considering a case of study of oil palm
production for an industry of biodegradable detergent. In this case, a company demand the oil palm as the active element for
washing and through its trademark aims to supply 10% of the Colombian market of washing powders. Under each approach the
economic and ecological implications of the palm oil production and especially the implications for crop management are
described. The crop production under the weak sustainability implies plantations, intensive use of agrochemicals and the
inclusion of new areas of cultivation as the market grows. Under the strong sustainability the production system is limited by
the productive vocation of the ecosystem, so that new approaches and creativity for making viable the nature conservancy and
the business development are require.
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