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Abstract : The literature on the interorganizational relationship between companies and organizations has increased in recent
years, but there are still doubts about the various settings. The interorganizational networks are important in economic life, the
fact facilitate the complex interdependence between transactional and cooperative organizations. A need identified in the
literature is the lack of indicators to measure and identify the types of existing networks. The objective of this research is to
examine the interorganizational relationships of two milk chains through indicators proposed by the theories of the four
authors, characterizing them as network or not and what the benefits obtained by the chain organization. To achieve the
objective of this work was carried out a survey of milk producers in two regions of the state of São Paulo. To collect the
information needed for the analysis, exploratory research, qualitative nature was used. The research instrument of this work
consists of a roadmap of semistructured interviews with open questions. Some of the answers were directed by the interviewer
in the form of performance notes aimed at detecting the degree of importance, according to the perception of intensity to that
regard. The results showed that interorganizational relationships are small and largely limited to the sale of milk or dairy
cooperatives. These relationships relate only to trade relations between the owner and purchaser of milk. But when the
producers are organized in associations or networks, interorganizational relationships and increase benefits for all participants
in the network. The various visits and interviews in several dairy farms in the regions of São Pau-lo (indicated that the inter-
relationships are small and largely limited to the sale of milk to cooperatives or dairy. These relationships refer only to trade
relations between the owner and the purchaser of milk. But when the producers are organized in associations or networks,
interorganizational relationships increase and bring benefits to all participants in the network.
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