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Abstract : The basic functions of a university are research and education. Research develops theories and education provides
the link between the theory and the practical. Being an applied science, the link between theory and practice needs to be
strong in engineering disciplines. But there remains a gap between industry and academy due lack of understanding and
awareness from both sides. This gap is been shorten with an industrial engineering graduate class composed of a mix of
students from industrial background and from theoretical background. Results are four industrial case studies which are the
outcome of group projects in a course on operations research.
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