
Using Arts in ESL Classroom
Authors : Nazia Shehzad
Abstract : Language and art can supplement and correlate each other. Through the ages art has been a means of visual
expression used to convey a wide series of incarnated ideas. Art can take the perceiver into different times and into different
worlds. It can also be used to introduce different levels of vocabulary to the learners of a second language. Learning a second
language for most students is a very difficult and strenuous experience. They are not only trying to accommodate to a new
language but are also trying to adjust to themselves and a new environment. They are anxious about almost everything, but
they are especially self-conscious about their performance in the classroom. By relocating the focus from the student to an
object, everyone participates, thus waiving a certain degree of self-consciousness. The experience, a student has with art in the
classroom has to be gratifying for both the student and the teacher. If the atmosphere in the classroom is too grave it will not
serve any useful purpose. Art is an excellent way to teach English and encourage collaboration and interaction between
students of all ages. As making art involves many different processes, it is wonderful for classification and following/giving
instructions. It is also an effective way to achieve and implement language of characterization and comparison and vocabulary
acquirement for the elements of design (shape, size, color, texture, tone etc.) is so much more entertaining if done in a
practical and hands-on way. Expressing ideas and feelings through art is also of immeasurable value where students are at the
beginning stages of English language acquisition and for many of my Saudi students it was a form of therapy. It is also a way to
respect, search, examine and share the cultural traditions of different cultures, and of the students themselves. Art not only
provides a field for ideas to keep aimless, meandering minds of students' busy but is also a productive tool to analyze English
language in a new order. As an ESL teacher, using art is a highly compelling way to bridge the gap between student and
teacher. It’s difficult to keep students concentrated, especially when they speak a different language. To get students to
actually learn and explore something in your foreign language lesson, artwork is your best friend. Many teachers feel that
through amalgamation of the arts into their academic lessons students are able to learn more profoundly because they use
diverse ways of thinking and problem solving. Teachers observe that drawing often retains students who might otherwise be
dispassionate and can help students move ahead simple recall when they are asked to make connections and come up with an
exclusive interpretation through an artwork or drawing. Students use observation skills when they are drawing, and this can
help to persuade students who might otherwise remain silent or need more time to process information.
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