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Abstract : Quality oriented affordable shelter for all has always been the key issue in the housing sector of our country.
Homelessness is the acute form of housing need. It is a paradox that in spite of innumerable government initiated programmes
for affordable housing, certain section of society is still devoid of shelter. About nineteen million (18.78 million) households
grapple with housing shortage in Urban India in 2012. In Indian scenario there is major mismatch between the people for
whom the houses are being built and those who need them. The prime force faced by public authorities in facilitation of quality
housing for all is high cost of construction. The present paper will comprehend executable techniques for dilution of cost factor
in housing the homeless. The key actors responsible for delivery of cheap housing stock such as capacity building, resource
optimization,  innovative low cost building material  and indigenous skeleton housing system will  also be incorporated in
developing these techniques. Time performance, which is an important angle of above actors, will also be explored so as to
increase the effectiveness of low cost housing. Along with this best practices will be taken up as case studies where both
conventional techniques of housing and innovative low cost housing techniques would be cited. Transportation consists of
approximately 30% of total construction budget. Thus use of alternative local solutions depending upon the region would be
covered so as to highlight major components of low cost housing. Government is laid back regarding base line information on
use of innovative low cost method and technique of resource optimization. Therefore, the paper would be an attempt to bring
to light simpler solutions for achieving low cost housing.
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