
Journey to the East: The Story of Ghanaian Migrants in Guangzhou, China
Authors : Mark Kwaku Mensah Obeng
Abstract : In the late 1990s and early 2000s, nationals of sub-Saharan Africa who had initially settled in the Middle East and
other parts of south east Asia moved to Guangzhou in response to the 1997/8 Asian financial crisis in numbers never witnessed.
They were later joined by many more as the Chinese economy improved and as the economic relationship between China and
Africa improved. This paper tells the story of identifiable sets of Ghanaians in Guangzhou, China in the 21st century. It details
out their respective characteristics and their activities in China, their migratory trajectories and the motivations for travelling
to China. Also analyzed is how they are coping with life in the unknown destination. It finally attempt predicting the future of
the Ghanaian community in China in terms of their level of community participation and integration.
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