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Abstract : Democracy is based on the notion that all citizens have the right to participate in the managing of political affairs
and that every citizens input is of equal importance. This basic assumption clearly places emphasis on public participation in
maintaining a stable democracy. The level of public participation, however is highly contested with many theorists arguing that
too much public participation would overwhelm and ultimately cripple democratic systems. On the other hand, others who
favor high levels of participation argue that more citizen involvement leads to greater representation. Regardless of these
disagreements over the utopian level of participation, there is widespread agreement amongst scholars that, at the very least,
some participation is necessary to maintain democratic systems. The ways in which citizens participate vary greatly and
depending on the method used, influence political decision making at varying levels. The method of political participation is a
key in controlling public influence over political affairs and therefore is also an integral part of maintaining democracy,
whether it be "thin" (low levels of participation) or "Robust" (high levels of participation). High levels of participation or
"robust" democracy are argued by some theorists to enhance democracy through providing the opportunity for more issues to
be represented during decision making. The notion of widespread participation was first advanced by classical theorists.
Keywords : assumption clearly places emphasis, ultimately cripple, influence political decision making at varying, classical
theorists
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