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Abstract : Background: Unwanted, mistimed and unintended pregnancy is an important public health issue and the most
common cause of maternal mortality in developing countries. Unintended pregnancy is a potential hazard for every sexually
active woman as it most times ends in unsafe abortion. The study aimed at assessing the pre-conception contraceptive use,
prevalence of  unintended pregnancies and the non-contraceptive factors associated with unintended pregnancy amongst
currently married women in Osun state.  Methodology: A descriptive cross-sectional study among randomly selected 341
currently married pregnant women attending antenatal clinics in Ilesa town of Osun state was conducted in 5 health facilities.
A random selection of 5 of the 22 health facilities in the state was done. Data was collected through a self-administered
questionnaire and all completed questionnaires were analyzed with SPSS. Result: About two-fifth of the currently pregnant
women (40%) who has never used an FP method reported that their current pregnancy was unintended. The results indicate
that age of women, age at first sex, substance use, total children ever born of children, religion, and extramarital affairs were
key predictors of unintended pregnancy. Women who have higher parity are more likely to experience unintended pregnancy
compared to women with lower parity (odds ratio, 0.25). Furthermore, those women who don’t engage in extra marital affairs
were  less  likely  to  experience  unintended pregnancy  (odds  ratio,  0.3)  compared to  those  who do  not.  Contribution  to
knowledge: The predicted probability, using logistic regression, has shown that women who engage in extramarital affairs and
women with high parity are more likely to have unintended pregnancy. Conclusion: Behaviour change programs should aim to
reduce unintended pregnancy by focusing mostly on identified factors so that the need for abortion is decreased and the overall
well-being of the family is maintained and enhanced.
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