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Abstract : This research explored general concerns, attitudes and perceptions of Pakistani mothers about their children’s
vulnerability for sexual abuse and it also examined the effect of education and work status of mothers on their concerns and
attitudes about the safety of their children. The sample consisted of 166 mothers comprising of 4 groups i.e. educated-working
mothers, uneducated working mothers, educated non-working mothers and uneducated non-working mothers. This research
comprised of two studies. Study 1 was carried out to construct two separate scales namely Maternal Concerns and Attitudes
Scale for safety of Daughters (MCA-SD) and Maternal Concerns and Attitudes Scale for safety of Sons (MCA-SS) for assessing
maternal concerns and attitudes about safety and protection of daughters and sons. These scales were used in study 2 with the
objective to explore mothers’ general concerns, attitudes and perceptions of about child vulnerability for sexual abuse. Data
were analyzed using two-way analysis of variance and independent-samples t-test. Educated mothers had more sense of
responsibility, ensured more safety and provide more information about self-protection to their children as compared to
uneducated mothers. Similarly non-working mothers showed more sense of responsibility and provided more information on
self-protection to their children as compared to working mothers. Moreover, mothers living in nuclear family system trusted
more on their relatives and other people for the protection of their children and ensured more safety of children than those
living in joint family system. Findings have very important implications for protecting children from likely sexual abuse.
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