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Abstract :  The Vietnamese government struggles to grapple with the problem of  rampant corruption,  one of  the most
challenging difficulties the country faces. According to Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) 2014,
Vietnam ranks 119 out of 175 countries. The CPI gives Vietnam a score of 31 on a scale from 0 to 100, where 0 indicates
‘highly corrupt’ and 100 represents ‘very clean’. Corruption eats into the national GDP of Vietnam, causing a loss of 3% to 4%
of GDP per annum. In general, the Vietnamese people’s trust in their government to wage an effective fight against corruption,
especially in the public sector, has been greatly eroded in recent years. Some substantial public demonstrations persuaded the
government  to  implement  strong anti-corruption measures.  However,  so  far  those measures  have not  been particularly
successful. One of the main reasons for this shortcoming is that neither the Communist Party of Vietnam nor the government
has demonstrated sufficiently strong ‘political will’ in fighting corruption. There remains a large gap between rhetoric and
reality. This paper will examine the reasons why insufficient ‘political will’ is displayed in the ostensible fight against public
sector corruption, and how certain anti-corruption strategies will both strengthen levels of political commitment to the fight
against corruption while enhancing the effectiveness of that essential national endeavor.
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