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Abstract : Land is an important issue anywhere in the world as it is one of the fundamental elements in human settlements.
Since the urban areas are considered to be the drivers of economy for any country across the world and the phenomenon of
‘urbanization’ happening everywhere, there is always a greater pressure on urban land and its management. Many states in
India have realized the importance of land as a valuable resource and have implemented certain framework for managing and
developing land. But in West Bengal no such statutory framework has been formulated till now and a very out dated model of
land acquisition for public purpose is practiced. Due to the lop-sided character of urban growth in the entire eastern region of
India, the city of Kolkata continues to bear the burden of excessive growth of population and consequent urbanization of the
adjoining areas at  a rapid pace.  This  research tries to look into these conflicts  with respect  to the present pattern of
development in the context of  Kolkata and suggest a system for land management in order to implement the planning
processes. For this purpose, five case study areas were taken up within the Kolkata Metropolitan Area and subsequent analysis
of their present land management and development techniques was done. The findings reveal that there is a lack of political
will as well as administrative inefficiency on part of both the development authority and the local bodies. Mostly the local
bodies lack the financial resources and technical expertise to work out any kind of land management framework or work out
any kind of model in order to manage the development that is happening. All these place undue strain on city infrastructure
systems and reduce the potential of cities to contribute as engines of economic growth. The focus of reforms, therefore, ought
to be on streamlining the urban planning process, judicious and optimal land use, efficient plan implementation mechanisms,
improvement of titling and registration processes.
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