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Abstract : Shelters or orphanages are institutions responsible for ensuring the physical and mental integrity of children and
adolescents who had their rights violated or neglected, whether from a social-leavers, is at personal risk to which they were
exposed or the negligence of its parents; in Brazil about twenty thousand children and adolescents living in about five hundred
registered shelters that receive funds from the federal government. We evaluated the records of institutionalized children and
adolescents from the foundation of municipal shelter in Rio Negro/Parana State, Brazil since June/2000 to February/2015.
Institutionalization of the causes cited were: lack of family/guardian material resources, abandonment by parents/guardians,
domestic violence, substance abuse of parents/guardians, street experience, orphans and others. In Brazil, poverty and extreme
poverty are closely related to the institutionalization of causes of children and adolescents. Census data in 2010, the Brazilian
Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE) indicate that 40% of Brazilians living in poverty are girls and boys up to 14 years
in  a  total  of  approximately  23 million individuals.  Poverty  denies  children and adolescents  their  rights,  representing a
vulnerability which predisposes to some causes of shelter.
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