World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Law and Political Sciences
Vol:9, No:06, 2015

Women Empowerment and Sustainable Community Development:
Understanding the Challenges for Responsive Action

Authors : Albert T. Akume, Ankama G. Rosecana, Micheal Solomon

Abstract : Every citizen has rights that must be respected by others in the community. Ironically however, women in most
communities are not accorded some of those rights as the male folks. This has not only facilitated their disempowerment but
inhibited them from being treated with equal dignity that they deserve as their male counterpart; despite their valuable
contribution to the society. Those forces against women empowerment are not limited to socio-cultural practices alone, but the
character and nature of the state in Nigeria point to indicators of systemic and structural exclusion embedded in its framework.
The consequence of this is that the vital contributions of women to sustainable community development have eluded many
communities in Nigeria with adverse tell-tell signs on the environment. It is for this reason that the objective of this study is not
only to highlight the causes and challenges associated with women disempowerment, but also to draw attention to the need to
correct those anomaly against women in order to genuinely empower them to contribute to sustainable community
development in Nigeria.
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