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Abstract : Building resilience to withstand extreme weather events through reduction and mitigation measures towards
predicted disasters with appropriate contingency plans complemented by timely and effective emergency response demands
committed and integrated/coordinated efforts. The 2006 flood disaster that claimed more than 200 people in Dire Dawa town
shifted the paradigm from reactive to proactive engagement among government, NGOs and communities to contain future
disasters through resilience building. Dire Dawa CMDRR Association is a model community organization that demonstrated the
basic minimum and turning adversity into opportunity by mobilizing vulnerable community members. Meanwhile the birth of
African Centre for Disaster Risk Management is a milestone in changing the image of the country and beyond in resilience
building while linking relief and development.
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