
Teacher Professional Development –Current Practices in a Secondary School
in Brunei Darussalam

Authors : Shanthi Thomas
Abstract : This research paper presents the current practices of teacher professional development, perceived as beneficial by
teachers themselves, in a private secondary school in Brunei Darussalam. This is part of the findings of a larger qualitative
study on teacher empowerment, using ethnographic methods for data collection, i.e. participant observation, interviews and
document analysis. The field work was carried out over a period of six months in 2013. An analysis of the field data revealed
multiple pathways of teacher professional development existing in the school. The results indicate that school leaders, the
teacher community in the school, students, and the teachers themselves were the agents in a school that facilitated teacher
empowerment. Besides contributing to the knowledge base on teacher professional development, the results of this study
provides directions for educational policy makers in their efforts to enhance professional development in secondary schools of
similar characteristics. For school leaders and the teacher community, these findings offer guidelines for maximizing the
opportunities for these professional development practices, by strengthening collegiality and by using the existing structures
optimally for the benefit of all concerned.
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