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Abstract : Since 2009, the Nigerian Government has established diverse counter-terrorism legislations and practices in
response terrorism in North Eastern part of the country. However, these measures have hampered not only the ability of civil
society organizations to sustain the autonomous spaces that define/locate them at the intersection between the state and public
but also the balance between freedom and security. Hence, this study examines the various elements associated with the
interface between the counter terrorism security framework of the government and the capacity of civil society organizations
to carry out their mandates in Nigeria. In order to achieve this, the survey research of the ex-post facto type will be adopted
using the multi-stage sampling technique. A total  of  two hundred (200) copies of  questionnaire will  be administered to
members of the civil society organizations and 24 In-Depth Interviews (IDI) will be conducted for officials of security agencies,
Ministry of Defence and operators of civil  society organizations. Fifty respondents will  be drawn from each civil  society
organisations  in  the  areas  of  humanitarian  assistance,  human  rights  Advocacy,  development-oriented,  peace-building.
Moreover, 24 interviewees drawn from the key members of the security agencies (6), Ministry of Defence (6) and 12 operators
of civil society organizations-three respondents each will represent the four civil society organizations mentioned above. Also,
secondary data will be used to complement In-depth Interview (IDI) sessions. All collected data will be coded and analysed
using descriptive statistics of frequency counts and simple percentage in the Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS).
Content analysis will be used for the In-depth interview and secondary data.
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