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Abstract :  Forest  is  a  natural  resource that  has an important  function as a supporting element of  human life.  Forest
degradation enormous impact on global warming is a reality we have experienced together, that disruption of ecosystems,
extreme weather conditions, disruption of water management system watersheds and the threat of natural disasters as floods,
landslides and droughts, even disruption food security. Dharmasraya is a district in the province of West Sumatra, which has
an area of 92.150 ha of forest, which is largely a former production forest concessions (Forest Management Rights) which is
supposed to be a secondary forest. This study answers about the impact of land use in the former concession area Dharmasraya
on the environment. The methodology used is the household survey, key informants, and satellite data / GIS. From the results
of the study, the former concession area in Dharmasraya experienced a reduction of forest cover over time significantly. Forest
concessions should be secondary forests in Dharmasraya, now turned conversion to oil palm plantations. Population pressures
and growing economic pressures, resulting in more intensive harvesting. As a result of these forest disturbances caused
changes in forest functions. These changes put more emphasis towards economic function by ignoring social functions or
ecological  function. Society prefers to maximize their benefits today and pay less attention to the protection of natural
resources. This causes global warming is increasing and this is not only felt by people around Dharmasraya but also the world.
Land clearing by the community through a process in slash and burn. This fire was observed by NOAA satellites and recorded
by the Forest Service of West Sumatra. This demonstrates the ability of trees felled trees to absorb carbon dioxide (CO2) to be
lost, even with forest fires accounted for carbon dioxide emitted into the air, and this has an impact on global warming. In
addition to the change of control of land into oil palm plantations water service has been poor, people began to trouble the
water and oil palm plantations are located in the watershed caused the river dried up. Through the findings of this study is
expected to contribute ideas to the policy makers to pay more attention to the former concession forest management as the
prevention or reduction of global warming.
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