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Abstract : This presentation focuses on the analysis qualitative case studies in the graduate education of reading specialists.
The presentation describes the development and application of an integrated conceptual framework for reading specialist
education, drawing on Robert Stake’s work on case study research, Kenneth Zeichner’s work on professional learning, and
various tools for reading assessment (e.g. the Qualitative Reading Inventory). Social constructivist theory is used to provide
intersecting links between the various influences on the processes used to assess and teaching reading within the case study
framework. Illustrative examples are described to show the application of the framework in reading specialist education in a
teaching clinic at a large urban university. Central to education of reading specialists in this teaching clinic is the collection,
analysis and interpretation of data for the design and implementation of reading and writing programs for struggling readers
and writers. The case study process involves the integrated interpretation of data, which is central to qualitative case study
inquiry. An emerging theme in this approach to graduate education is the ambiguity and uncertainty that governs work with
the adults and children who attend the clinic for assistance. Tensions and contradictions are explored insofar as they reveal
overlapping but intersecting frameworks for case study analysis in the area of literacy education. An additional theme is the
interplay of multiple layers of data with a resulting depth that goes beyond the practical need of the client and toward the
deeper pedagogical growth of the reading specialist. The presentation makes a case for the value of qualitative case studies in
reading specialist education. Further, the use of social constructivism as a unifying paradigm provides a robustness to the
conceptual framework as a tool for understanding the pedagogy that is involved.
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