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Abstract : Manavgat region, located in Antalya province at South Turkey, has hosted many civilizations throughout the
centuries. All of these civilizations cultivated the land in their surroundings by engaging in agriculture, livestock production
and hunting. In the last 50 years, there have been dramatic changes in the region. The economy of the region switched from
the agriculture to tourism. Due to the increase in the irrigable agricultural lands, several dams were built on Manavgat River.
Developments in the agricultural mechanization and new product needs have changed the pattern of agriculture and regional
landscape. Coastal zone of the region has transformed to tourism areas, Manavgat Town Center has grown up and the
urbanization in general has increased. The population and urbanization have increased by 257 % and 276 %, respectively. The
tourism and  commercial  areas  cover  561,8  hectares  today.  All  these  developments  had  some  negative  effects  on  the
environment. In this study, land use/land cover transformations were studied in Manavgat region by using aerial photos. The
reasons  and  consequences  of  the  land  use  transformations  were  discussed,  and  some recommendations  regarding  the
sustainable use of this region’s landscape will be shared.
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