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Abstract : The debate about indigenous people throughout the world has been necessitated by different circumstances that
indigenous communities continue to suffer. Indigenous people of the world suffer chronic diseases, poor education, high
unemployment and slow economic developments. This paper contributes to the continuous debate by studying the common
elements of indigenous entrepreneur of the world and that of the South African indigenous entrepreneur. The research
objective of this paper is to understand what constitute an indigenous status in the South African context as opposed to the
indigenous people of the world. Furthermore, the study will  explore the indigenous status through their entrepreneurial
engagements.  The  paper  will  adopt  a  secondary  data  research  method,  by  utilising  the  literature  on  indigenous
entrepreneurship practice and theory of indigenous entrepreneurship. The implications of this paper is to bring about an
African  indigenous  entrepreneurship  debate  rooted  from the  correct  circumstances  rather  than  generalised  definitions.
Recommendations  for  future  research  will  be  outlined,  together  with  further  readings  on  circumstantial  evidence  that
necessitate indigenous entrepreneurs status in South Africa.
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