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Abstract : The existence of forests is essential to human lives on earth, but its existence is threatened by forest deforestations
and degradations. Forest deforestations and degradations in Indonesia is not only caused by the illegal activity by the company
or the like, even today many cases in Indonesia forest damage caused by human activities, one of which cut down forests for
agriculture and plantations. In West Sumatra, community forest management are the result supported the enactment of
customary land tenure, including ownership of land within the forest. Indigenous forest management have a positive benefit,
which gives the community an opportunity to get livelihood and income, but if forest management practices by indigenous
peoples is not done wisely, then there is the destruction of forests and cause adverse effects on the environment. Based on
intensive field works in Dhamasraya District employing some data collection techniques such as key informant interviews,
household surveys, secondary data analysis, and satellite image interpretation. This paper answers the following questions;
how the impact of forest management by local communities on forest conditions (foccus in Forest Production and Limited
Production Forest) and knowledge of the local community on the benefits of forests. The site is a Nagari Bonjol, Dharmasraya
District, because most of the forest in Dharmasraya located and owned by Nagari Bonjol community. The result shows that
there is damage to forests in Dharmasraya because of forest management activities by local communities. Damage to the forest
area of 33,500 ha in Dharmasraya because forests are converted into oil palm and rubber plantations with monocultures. As a
result of the destruction of forests, water resources are also diminishing, and the community has experienced a drought in the
dry season due to forest cut down and replaced by oil palm plantations. Knowledge of the local community on the benefits of
low forest, the people considered that the forest does not have better benefits and cut down and converted into oil palm or
rubber plantations. Local people do not understand the benefits of ecological and environmental services that forests. From the
phenomena in Dharmasraya on land ownership, need to educate the local community about the importance of protecting the
forest, and need a strategy to integrate forests management to keep the ecological functions that resemble the woods and
counts  the economic benefits  for  the welfare of  local  communities.  One alternative that  can be taken is  to  use forest
management models agroforestry smallholders in accordance with the characteristics of the local community who still consider
the economic, social and environmental.
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