
Textile Cottage Industry: A Facilitator for Capacity Building and Youth
Empowerment

Authors : Salihu Maiwada
Abstract : The large scale textile industry in Nigeria was at one time the second largest employer of labor after government.
With recent developments and changing situations, there is a serious decline in this sector which consequently forced the local
textile industries to close down and the workers retrenched. the category of people worst hit was the youths and the middle
age. This paper examines the potentials of the textile cottage industry as a facilitator for capacity building and economic
empowerment among the Nigerian youths. The paper focuses on economic viability, persistence, and above-all, its potentials
for poverty reduction as well as self employment. The methodology used in the study is the survey method and the instrument
used to collect the necessary information is field interview. The results obtained showed that the textile cottage industries are
flourishing  and  the  Nigerian  youths  are  engaged  in  the  practice.  In  addition,  the  paper  suggests  areas  that  require
government's financial intervention which will facilitate the establishment and ensure the sustainability of the textile cottage
industry. The paper concludes with some recommendations for the youths and for the government.
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