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Abstract : There seems to be dearth on information on how oil bean is being exploited, processed and conserved locally. This
gap stifles initiatives on the evaluation of the suitability of the methods used and the invention of new and better methods. The
study; therefore, assesses activities of processors in domestication/conservation and processing of oil  bean (Pentaclethra
macrophylla)  Enugu  State,  South  East  Nigeria.  Three  agricultural  zones,  three  blocks,  nine  circles  and  seventy-two
respondents that were purposively selected made up the sample for the study. Data were presented in percentage, chart and
mean score. The result shows that processors of oil bean in the area were middle-aged, married with relatively large household
size and long years of experience in processing. They sourced oil bean they processed from people’s farmland and sourced
information on processing of oil bean from friends and relatives. Activities involved in processing of oil bean were boiling,
dehulling, washing, sieving, slicing, wrapping. However, the sequence of these activities varies among these processors. Little
or nothing was done by the processors towards the conservation of the crop while poor storage and processing facilities and
lack of knowledge on modern preservation technique were major constraints to processing of oil bean in the area. The study
concluded that efforts should be made by governments and processors through cooperative group in provision of processing
and storage facility for oil bean while research institute should conserve and generate improved specie of the crop to arouse
interest of the farmers and processors on the crop which will invariably increase productivity.
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