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Abstract : The role women entrepreneur plays to combat unemployment should not be underestimated, especially in countries
with  growing  unemployment  rates  such  as  South  Africa.  Women  entrepreneurs  contribute  significantly  to  economic
development in South Africa, but their contribution has not been adequately studied and developed. Hence, the study identified
business strategies adopted by women entrepreneurs to sustain growth and development of entrepreneurship. Survey research
design approach was adopted and convenience sampling method was used for sample selection. The structured questionnaire
was used to  elicit  information from the respondents.  The findings revealed some of  the operational  challenges women
entrepreneur faced to include lack of finance, marketing skills and planning and also showed that the strategies adopted by
women entrepreneurs have a positive effect on the success of small businesses. It was recommended among others that the
women entrepreneurs should take some time to study the nature of challenges other women have faced in business and
possibly provide solutions to such issues before starting their  own business.  It  was however concluded that unless the
operational challenges named above are resolved, the role of women entrepreneurs in the developing nations will continue to
experience deprived economic growth, development and display substandard competitiveness.
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