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Abstract : Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) plays an important role in (large-scale) enterprises’ business strategy in
developed and emerging countries. This article approaches CSR in international comparison by examining the CSR reporting of
116 leading companies in Austria, Germany, Colombia and Chile from 2006 to 2010. We have used an independently developed
scoring model which analyzes reported CSR-activities using seven dimensions to efficiently assess CSR. The study reveals that
there are significant differences in CSR-commitment among countries and regions: German companies, as expected, lead most
of the investigated CSR dimensions revealing stronger commitment to CSR than their Austrian, Colombian and Chilean
counterparts. Even if Latin American companies lag behind their European counterparts, they exhibit high CSR-performance in
the social dimension: corporate giving and philanthropic activities are firmly anchored in the tradition of Latin American
companies. This indicates that particular CSR-emphases reflect the political and social circumstances of each individual
country.
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