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Abstract : Schools throughout the world are facing increasing challenges in dealing with school violence and drug abuse by
pupils. Therefore, the question of the fear of failure to meet the aims and objectives of education inevitably surfaces as it places
increasing and challenging demands on educators and all other stakeholders to address this malaise. Multiple studies on the
construct tobephobia (TBP) simply define TBP as the fear of failure in education. This study is a continuation of the exploratory
studies on the manifestation of fear in education. The primary purpose of this study was to establish how TBP, caused by school
violence and drug abuse affects teaching and learning in our schools. The qualitative research method was used for this study.
Teachers admitted that they fear for their safety at school. Working in a fearful situation places a high rate of stress and
anxiety on them. Tobephobic educators spend most of their time worrying about their fear of violence and drug abuse by pupils
and are too frightened to carry out their normal duties. They prefer to stay in familiar surroundings for fear of being attacked
by inebriated learners. This study, therefore, contributes to our understanding of the effects of TBP in our schools caused by
school violence and drug abuse. Also, this study supplements the evidence accumulated over the past fifteen years that TBP is
not a figment of someone’s imagination; it is a gruesome reality affecting the very foundation of our educational system
globally to provide quality and equal education to all our learners in a harmonious, collegial school environment.
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