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Abstract : This study examined the intervention of threat and surveillance on the obedience of 100 preschool children through
a task variable experiment replicated from the previous studies of Higbee (1979), and Chua, J., Chua, M., & Pico (1983).
Nowadays, obedience among Filipino children to authority is disregarded since they are more outspoken and rebel due to
social influences. With this, aside from corporal punishment, threat and surveillance became a mean of inducing obedience.
Threat, according to the Dissonance Theory, can give attitudinal change. On the other hand, surveillance, according to the
Theory of Social Facilitation, can either contribute to the completion or failure to do a task. Through a 2x2 factorial design,
results show; (1) threat (F(1,96) = 12.487, p < 0.05) and (2) surveillance (F(1,96)=9.942, p<.05) had a significant main effect
on obedience, suggesting that the Dissonance Theory and Theory of Social Facilitation is respectively true in the study. On the
other hand, (3) no interaction (F(1,96)=1.303, p > .05) was seen since threat and surveillance both have a main effect that
could be positive or negative, or could be because of their complementary property as supported by the post-hoc results. Also,
(4) most effective commanding style is threat and surveillance setting (M = 30.04, SD = 7.971) due to the significant main
effect of the two variables. With this, in the Filipino Setting, threat and surveillance has proven to be a very effective strategy
to discipline and induce obedience from a child.
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