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Abstract : Out-migration is an important issue for Georgia as well as since independence has loosed due to emigration one
fifth of its population. During Soviet time out-migration from USSR was almost impossible and one of the most important
instruments in regulating population movement within the Soviet Union was the system of compulsory residential registrations,
so-called “propiska”. Since independent here was not any regulation for migration from Georgia. The majorities of Georgian
migrants go abroad by tourist visa and then overstay, becoming the irregular labor migrants. The official statistics on migration
published for this period was based on the administrative system of population registration, were insignificant in terms of
numbers and did not represent the real scope of these migration movements. This paper discusses the data quality and
methodology of migration statistics in Georgia and we are going to answer the questions: what is the real reason of increasing
immigration flows according to the official numbers since 2000s?
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