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Abstract : Jathilan or Kuda Lumping is a dance-drama with warfare as the main theme and the dancers mimicking mighty
horsemen armed with sword in the middle of the battle field. However, to most people this dance-drama is more identical with
magical nuanced dance and trance, beside the attractive and even dangerous acts of the dancers, such as eating shard or
broken glass in a state of trance. Several music players play the accompaniment made up of incomplete gamelan set that
include saron, kendang, gong, and kempul. In general, it remains unchanged with regards to the seemingly monotonous beat
and occasional “bumps” that may lead the dancers into a trance state. The dances performed also tend to be of repetitive
patterns. The development of Jathilan and other traditional art performance in this globalization and industrialization era can
be divided into two: firstly, they are subjected to the power of industrialization, which means their performances are to be
recorded for commercial purpose, and secondly, they are to be presented in live performances. To some people, live
performances are preferable, and for some reasons, they represent a form of cultural résistance to globalization and
industrialization. The present study is qualitative in nature. It aims to describe the music and performance of Jathilan in the era
of globalization in Indonesia. The subject of this study is a traditional art group, Jathilan Kuda Pranesa of Godean, Yogyakarta.
Data collection was conducted by interviews with the leader of the group, the dancers and music players, as well as the
audience. The wave of globalization has brought strong capitalistic industrialization that render traditional arts simply into
industrial commodities tailored to the need of the era. This very fact has made the repositioning of traditional art performance
of Jathilan a necessity. And by repositioning we mean that Jathilans should be put back to their traditional forms and functions
as they used to be.
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