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Abstract : The World Health Organization (WHO) Manifesto for Safe Communities states that "All human beings have an equal
right to health and safety". The purpose of a safe Community is to minimize the damages threatening people. It seems that not
sufficient attention has been given to relate environment and objectives of the safe Community. The reason for that can be
assigned to the lack of  enough information about environmental  parameters and their  relation with indices of  the safe
community like type and effect time of damages resulting from air pollution. Air pollution can be characterized as one of main
environmental problems of Tehran. This problem is mostly due to the special geographic and climate situation, high population
density and irregular growth in the number of vehicles. This paper is aimed at investigating the necessity of considering
environmental factors to obtain a safe community through determining the effects of environmental pollution, particularly air
pollution, on 490000 elders (+65) of Tehran. The methodology used in this study was on the basis of Random sampling and
social  surveying.  The  number  of  questionnaires  was  determined  to  be  321  through  using  Cochran  method  and  the
questionnaires were filled out by elders during personal interviews. The analysis of obtained results indicated that elders
believe the major effects of air pollution include heart and respiratory diseases, obligation to stay at home on polluted days and
its associated mental problems. Moreover, it was found that there is direct link between the number of polluted days and
mortality frequency of  elders.  Having an environmental  view may have an appreciable influence on the qualitative and
quantitative development of activities and also facilitate obtaining the goals of the Safe Communities. In addition to reduce
damages caused by pollutions, this view will encourage friends of the environment to cooperate with authorities of the safe
community.
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