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Abstract : The positive economic evolution of many countries in the Latin American Continent, mainly in South America, has
changed the geopolitical position of the region in the world. It is no longer the Hinterland or backyard of the United States,
now it has become the Heartland for Europe and Asia. This position has favored the interest of countries like China or India,
who are combining trade agreements with special assistance and aid agreements in many fields like agriculture, alternative
energy resources, defense and mining. As many countries in the region are no longer low income countries, a more equal
relationship in development aid has been created were the donor and the recipient have become partners and where new
actors intervene in a triangular relationship that promotes new alternative aid structures. Triangular co-operation brings
together the best of different actors who are providers of development co-operation, partners in SouthSouth co-operation and
international organizations. The objective is to share knowledge and implement projects that support the common goal of
reducing poverty and promoting development. The intention of this paper is to explain the reasons for Latin America´s “virage”
to the east and to give examples of projects and agreements between Latin American countries, China and India which will
help to understand the intensification of south-east relations in recent years.
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