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Abstract : Before the advent of Colonialists on the shores of Nigeria between the 16th and 17th Centuries, there existed the
traditional systems of governance which was successful with Women as active participants. However, the current state of
politics in Nigeria reveals an obvious absence of women in the Country’s governance. Being that the economy rests on the
quality of leaders and their constructive contribution to the plight of the masses, it becomes pertinent to exhaust all the
avenues that may be open to good governance-women inclusive. It is against this backdrop that this paper attempts to compare
the machinery that were in place in pre-colonial Nigerian governance that aided the womenfolk to successfully reign or assist
in leadership with the seeming lack of interest by women in present times. Factors that militate against the women will also be
highlighted. Furthermore, suggestions are made on how to revive these successful traditional systems of governance. The
paper concludes by emphasising the role of women as the needed catalysts for this aforementioned rehabilitation of traditional
systems and the impact of media in achieving this feat.
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