World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences
Vol:9, No:10, 2015

Gesture in the Arabic and Malay Languages a Comparative Study

Authors : Siti Sara binti Hj Ahmad, Adil Elshiekh Abdalla

Abstract : The Arabic and Malay languages belong to different language’s families; while the Arabic language descends from
the Semitic language, Malay belongs to the Austronesian (Malayo-Polynesian) family. Hence, the grammatical systems of the
two languages differ from each other. Arabic, being a language found in the heart of the dessert, and Malay is the language
found in the heart of thick equatorial forests, is another source of vital cultural differences. Consequently, it is expected that
this situation will create differences in the ways of how speakers of the two languages perceive the world around them, convey
and understand their messages. On the other hand, as the majority of the speakers of Malay language are Muslims, Arabic
language found its way in this region; currently, Arabic is widely taught in school, some terms of it found their way in the
Malay language. Accordingly, the Arabic language and culture have widely penetrated into the Malay language. This study is
proposed with the aim to find out the differences and similarities between the two languages, in the term of the nonverbal
communication. The result of this study will be of high significance, as it will help in enhancing the mutual understanding
between the speakers of these languages. The comparative analysis approach will be utilized in this study.
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