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Abstract : The study examined the socio-economic characteristics of the residents in selected urban fringes of Ibadan;
identified and examined the housing and neighbourhood characteristics and evaluated housing quality in the study area. It
analysed  the  relationship  between  the  socio-economic  characteristics  of  the  residents,  housing  and  neighbourhood
characteristics as well as housing quality in the study area. This was with a view to providing information that would enhance
the housing quality in urban fringes of Ibadan. Primary and secondary data were used for the study. A survey of eleven
purposively selected communities from Oluyole and Egbeda local government areas in the urban fringes was conducted
through a questionnaire administration and expert rating by five independent assessors (Qualified Architects) using penalty
scoring within similar time-frames. The study employed a random sampling method to select a sample size of 480 houses
representing 5% of the sampling frame of 9600 houses. Respondent in the first house was selected randomly and subsequently
every 20th house in the streets involved was systematically selected for questionnaire administration, usually a household-head
per building. The structured questionnaire elicited information on socio-economic characteristics of the residents, housing and
neighbourhood characteristics,  factors  affecting housing quality  and housing quality  in  the  study area.  Secondary  data
obtained for the study included the land-use plan of Ibadan from previous publications, housing demographics, population
figures from relevant institutions and other published materials. The data collected were analysed using descriptive and
inferential statistics such as frequency distribution, Cross tabulation, Correlation Analysis, Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) and
Relative Importance Index (RII). The result of the survey revealed that respondents from the Yoruba ethnic group constituted
the majority, comprising 439 (91.5%) of the 480 respondents from the two local government areas selected. It also revealed
that the type of tenure status of majority of the respondents in the two local government areas was self-ownership (234,
48.8%), while 44.0% of the respondents acquired their houses through personal savings. Cross tabulation indicated that
majority (67.1%, 322 out of 480) of the respondents were low-income earners. The study showed that both housing and
neighbourhood services were not adequately provided across neighbourhoods in the study area. Correlation analysis indicated
a significant relationship between respondents’ socio–economic status and their general housing quality (r=0.46; p-value of
0.01< 0.05). The ANOVA indicated that the relationship between socio-economic characteristics of the residents, housing and
neighbourhood characteristics in the study area was significant (F=18.289, p=0.00; the coefficient of determination R2=
0.192). The findings from the study however revealed that there was no significant difference in the results obtained from
users based evaluation and expert rating. The study concluded that housing quality in the urban fringes of Ibadan is generally
poor and the socio-economic status of the residents significantly influenced the housing quality.
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