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Abstract : The study sets out to examine the interface that tends to exist in the relationship between gender policy and
Nigeria’s socio-economic development. Despite Nigeria’s ratification of virtually all international instruments on the protection
and promotion of gender rights and equality, it appears that the practice is honored in the breach than in observance; hence,
these policies have not been adequately domesticated and implemented. The implication of this is that the women folks have
generally been isolated from mainstream politics and their political rights and privileges truncated in the scheme of things. The
paper observes that gender inequality and marginalization in Nigeria has practically occasioned the unwholesome subjugation
of Nigerian women to the background, hence poses more critical questions and challenges to the national question. The
consequence of this, to this paper, is that Nigeria’s development process will be adversely affected if this trend is not checked.
The paper sums up with appropriate policy options which are believed to have the potentials of giving women the right pride of
place in the socio-economic and political dynamics in the 21st century Nigeria and beyond.
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