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Abstract : The aim of this paper is a critical analysis of the security policy in the field of the fight against transnational
criminal groups in Central America in XXI century. We are analyzing all taken issues from several perspectives: political,
anthropological, sociological and legal which allows me to confront behavior and the attitudes of the political elites against
official legislative changes and declared actions, strategies and policies against practice. In the first part of paper we would
like to present the genesis and characteristic of transnational gangs, called maras and next we would like to present their
activities and roles within chosen sectors of organized crimes. In the second part we will analyze the government’s policy
towards transnational criminal groups. The analysis will be concentrated on public safety policy implemented in specific
Central American countries as well as regional international cooperation. The main intention of the author is to present the
state of the security in Central America in XXI century by emphasizing failures and successes in the fight against transnational
criminal organizations. Additionally we want to present and define the challenges currently facing the region now and to show
the prediction of the situation’s development within next future and to define the recommendations on the design of public
security policies in Central American countries.
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