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Abstract : National, regional and international security threats have dominated the twenty-first century thus far. Insurgencies
that utilize “terrorism” as their primary strategy pose the most serious threat to global security. States in turn adopt terrorist
strategies to resist and even defeat insurgents who invoke the legitimacy of statehood to justify their action. In short, the era is
dominated by the use of terror tactics by state and non-state actors. Globally, there is a powerful network of groups involved in
insurgencies using Islam as the bastion for their cause. In Africa, there are Boko Haram, Al Shabaab and Al Qaeda in the
Maghreb representing Islamic groups utilizing terror strategies and tactics to prosecute their wars. The task at hand is to
discover and to use multiple ways of handling the present security threats, including novel approaches to policy formulation,
implementation, monitoring and evaluation that would pay significant attention to the important role of culture and
communication strategies germane for discursive means of conflict resolution. In other to achieve this, the proposed research
would address inter alia, root causes of insurgences that predicate their mission on Islamic tenets particularly in Africa;
discursive and non-discursive counter-terrorism approaches fashioned by African governments, continental supra-national and
regional organizations, recruitment strategies by major non-sate actors in Africa that rely solely on terrorist strategies and
tactics and sources of finances for the groups under study. A major anticipated outcome of this research is a contribution to
answers that would lead to the much needed stability required for development in African countries experiencing insurgencies
carried out by the use of patterned terror strategies and tactics. The nature of the research requires the use of triangulation as
the methodological tool.
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