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Abstract : Common myna (Acridotheres tristis) and Javan myna (A. javanicus) belong to the family Sturnidae. These two
species range from Iran, Afghanistan, and east through the Indian subcontinent to south China, Indochina and the mainland
Southeast Asia. It was introduced to Sarawak in 1980’s and since then the population has increased tremendously. A study to
determine the density of these two species was conducted in the Kuching and Samarahan Districts, Sarawak, Malaysian Borneo
between November 2013 and January 2014. In Kuching City a total of 12 transect lines of 500 m each were established totaling
6 km. In Samarahan District, six 500 m transect lines were established both within Universiti Malaysia Sarawak (UNIMAS)
campus and in Serian Town totaling 6 km. The results showed that the density of Javan myna in Kuching City (east) was 13.9
birds/ha, Kuching City (center) was 21.3 birds/ha and Kuching City (west) was 43.1 birds/ha. The density of common myna at
UNIMAS campus was 20.3 birds/ha and Serian Town was 13.2 birds/ha. The density of human population probably plays an
important role in determining the density of mynas in an area as it is associated with the availability of food sources, roosting
and nesting places originating from human activity.
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