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Abstract : The member states shall establish zones and agglomerations throughout their territory to assess and manage air
quality in order to comply with European directives. In Italy decree 155/2010, transposing Directive 2008/50/EC on ambient air
quality and cleaner air for Europe, merged into a single act the previous provisions on ambient air quality assessment and
management, including those resulting from the implementation of Directive 2004/107/EC relating to arsenic, cadmium, nickel,
mercury, and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons in ambient air. Decree 155/2010 introduced stricter rules for identifying zones
on the  basis  of  the  characteristics  of  the  territory  in  spite  of  considering pollution  levels,  as  it  was  in  the  past.  The
implementation of such new criteria has reduced the great variability of the previous zoning, leading to a significant reduction
of the total number of zones and to a complete and uniform ambient air quality assessment and management throughout the
Country. The present document is related to the new zones definition in Italy according to Decree 155/2010. In particular, the
paper contains the description and the analysis of the outcome of zoning and classification.
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