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Abstract : The right to equality has been accepted as one of the principles of jus cogens since the Second World War and it is
protected in numerous international and regional human rights instruments. The convention on the elimination of all forms of
discrimination against women (CEDAW) is a comprehensive document that serves as the international Bill of Rights for women
and it prohibits polygamy. This paper examines whether the most unusual customary practice of polyandry would serve as a
solution in elevating the status of women to be on par with that of man that are polygamists or not. This paper concludes by
arguing that polyandry cannot solve the problem of inequalities that are confronted by women because even in polyandrous
societies there is male domination that is detrimental to the equality rights of women.
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