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Abstract : The question of forming quality housing and living environment remains a vexed problem in the current situation of
high-rise apartment building in big cities of Russia. At this start up stage of the modern so-called "mass housing" market it
needs to identify key quality characteristics on a different scale from apartments to the district. This paper describes the
methodology of qualitative assessment of modern mass housing construction, made on the basis of the ITMO university in
cooperation with the institute of spatial planning "Urbanika," based on the case study of St. Petersburg’s residential mass
housing built in 2011-2014. The methodology of the study of housing and living environment goes back to the native and
foreign urbanists of 60s - 80s, such Jane Jacobs, Jan Gehl, Oscar Newman, Krasheninnikov, as well as Sommer, Stools, Kohnen
and Sherrod, Krasilnikova, Sychev, Zhdanov, Tinyaeva considering spatial features of living environment in a wide range of its
characteristics  (environmental  control,  territorial  and  personalization,  privacy,  etc.).  Assessment  is  carrying  out  on  the
proposed system of criteria developed for each residential environment scale-district, quarter, courtyard, building surrounding
grounds, houses, and flats. Thus the objects of study are planning unit of residential development areas (residential area,
neighborhood, quarter) residential units areas (living artist, a house), and households (apartments) consisting of residential
units. As a product of identified methodology, after the results of case studies of more than 700 residential complexes in St.
Petersburg, we intend the creation of affordable online resource that would allow conducting a detailed qualitative evaluation
or comparative characteristics of residential complexes for all participants of the construction market-developers, designers,
realtors and buyers. Thereby the main objective of the rating may be achieved to improve knowledge, requirements, and
demand for quality housing and living environment among the major stakeholders of the construction market.
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